
  Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 10 April 2013   
  

Present David Cooper (DC) Sue Irzykowska (SI) Peter Lemaire (PL)  Roger Moore (RM)Penny 
Cooper (Clerk) 

  Tony Crabbe County Councillor (part) 

001 Apologies: KF & DPJ  
 
002       Declarations of interest: None 

003 Minutes of last meeting: These were agreed and signed. 

004 Clerk’s report 
All Clerk’s actions from last meeting have been completed, and are reported, if necessary, here or 

under relevant sections. Attended SLCC meeting for update on the new HMRC real-time reporting 

and the opportunity to discuss possible savings on electricity costs – none, unfortunately, as EPC 

unit consumption is very low. The PCSOs have apparently monitored parking in the village, and 

have not seen any specific issues – they would like “incidents to be reported at the time”. PL will 

provide photographic evidence. Telegraph pole D08, reported broken by RM in January, was still 

broken last week, so reported again to Openreach, who went out on Monday – need to follow up. 

The Green Tree FC has begun playing at the recreation ground. Harry Waters, of Agrivert, has 

offered to meet councillors to talk about plans to transport fertiliser to Rumbolds Farm. The Annual 

Parish Meeting will be 22 May at 19:30 in the Village Hall. Official notice of audit has been received 

– 1 July. A full report from the Community Pavilion WAG is needed at the next meeting, to include 

progress made and planned next steps.   

005 County/District Councillors reports  
No district councillors were present, or apologies received. Tony Crabbe reported that OCC is 
considering its future structure given that there will be 9 fewer councillors, as a result of the last 
LGBCE review, after the May election. He was disappointed that his tabled motion regarding the 
Henley Triathlon had not been debated due to a lack of time. Some of “his” allocated Big Society 
funding had been put towards refurbishing the Millstream Day Centre. As Mr Crabbe will not be 
standing again, the Councillors recorded a formal vote of thanks for his past endeavours and 
wished him well in retirement.  
 

006     Accounts & Administration  
 PC presented the monthly finance report.  

RESOLVED   report accepted.  
New income and expenditure, as previously circulated.  
RESOLVED All invoices to date authorised, and cheques signed. 
The funds in the deposit account were re-invested for 6 months on 2 April, together with the 
additional £1000 for the thatch fund allocated in the 2013/4 budget. Approximately £92 interest 
was earned during the last 6 months. 
                                                                                                           

007 Grant request from the Friends of Benson Library 
 RESOLVED  a (budgeted-for) donation of £400 is to be made.               Clerk 
  
008 Planning   

P13/S0443/HH 1 Hampden Way (amendment) 
RESOLVED  No strong views                                                                                                                      Clerk 

                                                                                                                                                                              
 



009 Health & Safety 
RESOLVED Find secure fixings for the small goalposts.                                                                          Clerk       
A group of youths have informal football training sessions on the recreation area and would like to 
use the full-size goals. 
RESOLVED the PC is keen to encourage youthful engagement in sporting activities. Rather than 
allowing the young people to erect and dismantle goalposts, one goal will be permanently erected 
at the car park end of the recreation area. An additional net – at less than £50 -  to be purchased, 
and to be made the responsibility of the training group.                                                      PL & DC/Clerk                                                         
Trees on the left (leaving the village) of Days Lane are leaning, potentially dangerously – rather than 
trying to establish ownership, these have been reported to OCC, who should assess and take action 
if necessary. 
Dogs’ mess – OCC, SODC & ORCC are not aware of any current campaigns or sponsorship; SODC 
could provide additional signage. 
 RESOLVED Investigate whether by-laws could be helpful, especially regarding the recreation area, 
and how to institute them and any consequent penalties for misdeeds.                                      Clerk  
Litter remains a problem, on footpaths & bridleways as well as roads. 
RESOLVED  Contact RAF Benson about a joint litter-picking project.                                                  Clerk                                                                                                         
Hampden Way – there has long been concern about safety issues, due to extremely poor visibility, 
at the end of Hampden Way where it becomes a track leading to garages; a collision between two 
cars on Easter Sunday has proven them. 
RESOLVED  SI will try to establish ownership of the track, and then EPC will seek to have some sort 
of speeding restriction imposed.                                                                                                           SI/Clerk 

 
010 Roads, drains & village maintenance 

Grit bins will be replaced by Reece; ask if they will remove the faulty bins.                                      Clerk                                        
PL attended the Grundon Liaison Meeting - an additional S106 contribution of  £100,000 towards 
the improvement of Clacks Lane has been paid to OCC.  
Gordon Hunt has confirmed that OCC will re-imburse the cost of clearing the ditch at the Common 
and that a member of his team – David Keable - is to inspect the problem areas identified at the last 
EPC meeting. 
RESOLVED   ensure that an EPC representative meets D Keable, and wait for OCC advice before 
contacting landowners.   

 
011 Welcome pack for new parishioners 

SI offered to further consider the draft and make recommendations for additions and amendments 
and a welcome statement.                                                                                                                                SI 

 
012 New items of interest 

PL has made some updates to the emergency plan, which will now pass to SI. There has been an 
exchange of correspondence between DPJ and Felix Bloomfield about rubbish dumping on the 
footpath from The Street to Eyres Lane and then into the old pit behind The Views. Get estimate(s) 
for re-painting the railings at Kings Pool. Invite organisers to make a presentation about proposed 
information board at Kings Pool.                                                                                                                Clerk 
 
The meeting closed at 22:00 
 

 
Signed:                                                                                   Date:  
 

Date of next Meeting – Wednesday 8 May 2013 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

.                                      

 


